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SITE
Assuming more than 20% of the word’s total surface freshwater, it is difficult to overstate the status of the 
Great Lakes as an essential and contested site in North America and globally. Formed some 10,000 years ago, 
the Great Lakes watershed is a result of a receding Laurentide ice sheet. The system is comprised of Lake Erie, 
Lake Huron, Lake Michigan, Lake Ontario, and Lake Superior, as well as the St Lawrence Seaway. 

Though the lakes reside in separate basins, they form a single, interconnected body of freshwater. The water-
shed facilitates access for more than 25 Cities, 8 States, and 2 Countries.  These cities have each created a direct 
relationship with their respective lakes, forming a very specific urban form, economy, and culture that capital-
izes on lakeside living and access.

The Third Coasting project will pursue an architecture that can respond to and participate in the ecology of this 
region and its attendant urban systems. We will use the project vehicle of an vivarium - though it is not confined 
exclusively to that type. The project will use vivarium typologies to address the idea of species, nature/human 
interactions, environment, and immersive spaces. The studio will be interrogating where the city meets the lake.
The intention of the project is to culminate in a publication, therefore, while we are looking for focus on design 
methodology and exploration, this is also a ‘real’ project as it might enter the world beyond Lawrence Tech.

BACKROUND
Masterclass is focused on building team skills, 
which means the course is run in teams of 5-7 
members. Teams were developed acording to 
the Basadur survey (below), which organizes 
members acording to personal attributes.  
In this manner, teams were composed of 
equalized based on their ability to create, 
refine, and impliment ideas.  

As team development of is the primary goal of the course, teams carry most 
of the responsibility twoards project development and depth.  The critics 
and faculty primarily focus on team mentoring, educating members on how 
to deal/resolve conflicts as they occur.  

Team 8 - Mark, Liz, Chris, Marge, Ashley,
  Nicole, Dan
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MAP 3 - LAKE SHIPPING HINDERANCES
The first Symposium for proposals, Transporation, seeks to expand off of 
ongoing efforts within the city, as it initializes efforts to spearhead a re-
gional mass transit system and expansive Greenways Initiative.  A grow-
ing percentage of local citizens, suburbanites, national and international 
visitors require a wide range of transit options for business, commuting, 
mobility and recreation.  As the price of both gasoline and insurance rates 
continue to exponentially increase, serious questions of local and regional 
mobility are being raised by leaders at all levels.

The following proposals and case studies are intended as showcase pieces, 
examples of design solutions that can be integrated into the existing fabric 
of Detroit.
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